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OCEANS AND CONTINENTS

An  ocean is  a  major  body  of  saline  water,  and  a  principal  component  of  the 
hydrosphere. Approximately 71% of the Earth's surface is covered by oceans, a continuous 
body of water that is divided into several principal oceans and smaller seas.

The major oceanic divisions are defined in part by the continents, archipelagos (groups 
of islands), and other criteria. These divisions are (in descending order of size):

� Pacific Ocean, which separates Asia and Australia from the Americas.

� Atlantic Ocean, which separates the Americas from Eurasia and Africa.

� Indian Ocean, which separates Africa and Australia.

� Antactic and Arctic Oceans, which covers much of the Antarctic and the Arctic.

A continent is a large landmasses on Earth. There are seven continents, they are (from 
largest in size to smallest): 

� Asia.

� Africa.

� North America.

� South America.

� Europe.

� Antarctica.

� Australia.



ACTIVITY 1: Complete the names of the continents and the oceans.



THE WATER CYCLE

The  water cycle,  also known as  the  hydrologic cycle or  H2O cycle,  describes  the 
continuous movement of water on, above and below the surface of the Earth. Water can change 
its state at several places in the water cycle. The states of the water can be:

� Liquid.

� Vapor.

� Ice.

ACTIVITY 2: Match the following words with the corresponding definitions. 
Hint!! One number may have more than one word.

1. Heating.

2. Evaporation.

3. Condensation.

4. Precipitation.

5. Runoff, infiltration.



     __. The process in which the sun heats the water.

    __. The opposite of evaporation, which happens when gas changes into liquid.

__. An important process where water soaks into the ground, filtering through the dirt 
and rocks. 

    __. When rain and snow fall from the clouds

    __. When liquid (water from the ocean) evaporates, changing from liquid to gas. 

__. When precipitation runs off the surface of the land and forms streams, rivers, ponds 
and lakes.

WATER IN NATURE

Water is a chemical substance that is composed of hydrogen and oxygen and is vital 
for  all  known forms of  life.  In  typical  usage,  water  refers  only  to  its  liquid  state,  but  the 
substance also has a solid state (ice), and a gaseous state (water vapor or steam). Water covers 
71 % of the Earth's surface and we can distinguish between:

 SALTY WATER (97'2% of the Earth's water): Salt water is found in oceans and seas.

 FRESH WATER (2'79% of the Earth's water): Fresh water is found in rivers, lakes, 
icebergs, glaciers, humidity of the soil, and the atmosphere.



RIVERS

 Rivers are continuous water currents.

 River water comes from fountains and springs, from the rain or melting snow and ice.

 River flow: It is the quantity of water that the river carries.

 River basin: it is the group of lands whose waters come to a river.

 River pattern: Variations in the river's flow during the year.

ACTIVITY 3: Look for information on the Internet about the major seas in 
the world and make a list. Then, draw a world map pointing where they are.

ACTIVITY 4: Use an empty map of Spain and draw its major rivers. Then, 
write their names.

ACTIVITY 5: Now, use an empty map of Europe and place the main European 
rivers.



ACTIVITY 6: Look for information on the Internet and make a list about the 
main rivers of:

� America.

� Australia.

� Africa.

� Asia.

ACTIVITY 7: Define the following concepts related to water:

� Waterfalls:

� Meanders:

� Dams:

� Spring:

� Fountain:



GLOSSARY

 Ocean: océano.
 Saline water: agua salina.
 Hydrosphere: hidrosfera.
 Earth's surface: superficie terrestre.
 Sea: mar.
 Continent: continente.
 Water cycle: ciclo del agua.
 Hydrologic cycle: ciclo hidrológico.
 State: estado.
 Chemical substance: sustancia química.
 Hydrogen: hidrógeno.
 Oxygen: oxígeno.
 Heating: calentamiento.
 Evaporation: evaporación.
 Condensation: condensación.
 Precipitation: precipitación.
 Runoff, infriltration: infiltración.
 Salty water: agua salada.
 Sweet water: agua dulce.


